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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 10641 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IR, CH 

SUBJ: HIGH LEVEL PRC DELEGATION VISITS IRAN 

1 . ON NOVEMBER 26 TENG YING-CHAO, WIDOW OF CHOU EN-LAI AND 

VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS 
OF THE PRC, ARRIVED IN TEHRAN AT THE HEAD OF A HIGH LEVEL 
DELEGATION WHICH INCLUDES VICE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
HO YING, MFA ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE WEST ASIAN AND NORTH 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT CHOU CHUEH AND MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF THE PROTOCOL DEPARTMENT KAO CHIEN CHUNG. THE DELEGATION IS 
OFFICIALLY THE GUEST OF PRINCESS FATEMEH, HALF-SISTER OF THE 
SHAH, AND THEIR VISIT IS IN RESPONSE TO PRINCESS ASHRAF'S 1976 
VISIT TO THE PRC. FATEMEH HERSELF VISITED THE PRC IN 1971. 

2. THE VISIT HAS BEEN RECEIVING AN EXTRAORDINARY AMOUNT OF 
PUBLICITY IN THE LOCAL MEDIA BEGINNING WITH TENG'S 
AIRPORT ARRIVAL STATEMENT IN WHICH SHE STRESSED THE 
LONG-STANDING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN CHINA AND IRAN. THE 
PRESS HAS PROVIDED DAILY COVERAGE OF THE DELEGATION'S 
ACTIVITIES WHICH HAVE INCLUDED A TEA RECEPTION BY COURT 
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MINISTER HOVE YD A, A BANQUET BY PRINCESS FATEMEH, A 
DINNER BY PRIME MINISTER AMOUZEGAR, A LUNCHEON BY 
PRINCESS ASHRAF AND MEETINGS WITH SENATE PRESIDENT 
JAAFAR SHARIF-EMAMI AND MAJLIS SPEAKER ABDOLLAH RIAZI. 

IN ADDITION, TWO MFA REPRESENTATIVES, HO YING AND CHOU 
CHUEH, CALLED ON FOREIGN MINISTER KHALATBARY. THAT 
MEETING WAS CHARACTERIZED BY NCNA AS "CORDIAL AND 
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FRIENDLY '- THE CONTINUING PUBLIC THEME OF THE VISIT. 

3. DELEGATION WAS GIVEN TOUR OF HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 
SITES IN ISFAHAN AND SHIRAZ AND IS SCHEDULED TO MEET 
WITH SHAH TODAY PRIOR TO THEIR DEPARTURE TOMORROW. 

4. THE FRENCH-LANGUAGE DAILY, JOURNAL DE TEHRAN, ON 
NOV. 28 COMMENTED EDITORIALLY THAT THE TENG VISIT 
SURPASSED A ROUTINE BILATERAL EXHCANGEOF VISITS. NOTING 
THAT SHE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY AN IMPORTANT MFA OFFICIAL AND 
HIS CLOSEST COLLABORATORS. BOTH IN THEIR EDITORIAL AND 

IN A FEATURE STORY THE JOURNAL REFERRED TO TENG'S ROLE 
EARLIER THIS YEAR AS "AMBASSADRESS" TO BURMA AND SRI 
LANKA REPRESENTING "THE CALM AND SECURITY 
FOUND AGAIN IN CHINA AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF TROUBLES". 

NOV. 29 ENGLISH-LANGUAGE EDITION OF JOURNAL EDITORIALLY 
REVIEWED GROWING TRADE TIES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND 
CONCLUDED THAT, "THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN RIAN AND CHINA WILL BE A MODEL FOR ANY TWO 
COUNTRIES KEEN ON HAVING THE BEST OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THEM DESPITE DIFFERENT POLITICAL SYSTEMS". 

5. COMMENT: WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY SURROUNDING VISIT 
GIVES INITIAL IMPRESSION THAT THERE MAY BE LESS TO THIS 
VISIT THAN MEETS THE EYE. COURT MINISTER HOVEYDA 
CHARACTERIZED VIST TO DCM AS LARGELY "CEREMONIAL", 
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RECIPROCATING EARLIER HIGH LEVEL GOI VISITS TO CHINA. 

HOVEYDA SAID TENG DESCRIBED SITUATION IN CHINA AS BETTER 
NOW THAT "GANG OF FOUR" ARE ON THE SIDELINES AND THAT 
THERE IS MORE DELGATION OF RESPONSIBILITY THAN BEFORE. 

TENG REITERATED TO THE COURT MINISTER THE TRADITIONAL PRC 
CLICHES VIS-A-VIS THE USSR BUT DID NOT HAVE MUCH TO SAY 
ABOUT THE U.S., HOVEYDA WAS INTERESTED TO NOTE. THE 
MINISTER SAID THAT IT IS POSSIBLE SOMETHING OF 
SUBSTANCE MIGHT ARISE FROM THAT MEETING. WE SUSPECT 
IT IS UNLIKELY THAT SUCH AN IMPORTANT FIGURE AS 
HO YING WOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE DELEGATION IF NO ISSUES 
OF SUBSTANCE WERE TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE VISIT. 

WE SHALL FOLLOW UP AND SEE IF THERE IS ANYTHING TO 
GATHER AFTER THEY HAVE GONE. 

SULLIVAN 
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